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A Rising Tide Lifts All Boats. 

 Animas High School has so much to be excited about this year! Having just returned from the 
16th Annual Colorado Charter School Conference in Denver, I am happy to report that AHS’s reputation 
and our students’ success is already the talk of the state. It was an honor to speak to participants at the 
conference, sharing with them  the challenges and triumphs we’ve experienced while making the dream 
of Animas High a reality. I was able to network with colleagues from across the state and meet with key 
legislators and policy makers concerning cuts to CO’s 2010 School Finance Act. I pressed lawmakers for 
firm answers and solicited their continued support for Colorado’s schools of choice movement.   

  
 Our innovative program and the elements of a 21st Century 
education have not only influenced education at the state level, but 
the impact of Animas High School can be felt locally as well. It’s       
tremendous that local students now have multiple program options 
for high school in southwest Colorado. It’s also amazing how AHS 
methodologies and our value language has pollinated the instruc-
tional strategies and recruitment messages coming out of our local 
comprehensive secondary programs. Knowing all 8th graders now 
have the opportunity to shadow for a day at local high schools and 
that parents and their students are talking about educational 
choice around the family dinner table is exhilarating. Witnessing 
the application of project based learning and the sponsoring of 
events like exhibitions  and student led conferences in more tradi-
tional, large school environments is firm evidence of Animas High’s 
impact.  
  
 Jeanne Allen, President of the US Center for Education Re-
form offers this perspective on schools of choice “Charters have 
been like pebbles, causing ripples in their wake leading public 
schools and local districts to alter their behavior or improve their 
offerings.” When reflecting upon all the changes that continue to 
shape the educational landscape of Durango, I’m reminded of that 
age old truism, a rising tide lifts all boats. Animas High School looks 
forward to continued success and more opportunities 
to work in a collaborative manner with local districts to 
increase the quality of educational options in our    
region! Together, we’ll rise up on this tide of change  as 

     we continue to accomplish amazing things! 

AHS Head of School, Michael Ackerman 



AHS Student Dance 

 
Animas High School „s Winter Student Dance originally scheduled for  
Friday, February 19th  has been rescheduled for April 2nd from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the Durango Rec Center.   
 
We‟ll make another announcement as we get closer to April. If you have any questions or you‟d like to decorate or chaper-
one, please contact PAC at PAC@animashighschool.com  
 
Model United Nations 
 
Monday March 1 all AHS students will be participating in a Model UN simulation experience. Students and staff have 
practiced their roles and procedural protocols for weeks. Please join us for one or both of our viewing times at 8:45-10:15 
a.m. and 12:45-2:15 p.m. in any one of our 3 visitor galleries at campus.  
 
Exhibition 
 
AHS Students will be presenting their work from recent Digital Media and Math projects at an Exhibition Event on 
Wednesday. March 3 at Animas High School from 5 to 6:30 PM 
 
Animas High School Board of Directors  
 
Animas High School‟s Board of Directors  will meet in Room 218 at the Durango Crossroads Building on Tuesday, 
March 2, 2010 @ 8:15 AM The Board meets again on Tuesday March 23, 2010 at 8:15 AM at Animas High School 
 
Parent Advisory Council 
 Upcoming PAC Meetings at AHS on Thursday, March 25, 2010 @ 7 PM and Monday, April 5, 2010 @ 12 Noon 
 
Spring Break 
Animas High School‟s Spring Break is from March 8th through March 19th, 2010. Optional Project Week opportunities for 
students this year will be announced in a separate update from school. Stay tuned! 
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Inside This Issue: EAST BY SOUTHWEST 

OPENS NEW RESTURANT 
WITH  

ANIMAS HIGH SCHOOL 

 FUNDRAISER! 

 
Preview Durango‟s newest Southeast Asian restaurant, 
The Golden Triangle - brought to you by the owners of 

East by Southwest, Sergio and Hydi Verduzco  on  
Tuesday, March 9th, 2010.   

 
The Verduzcos will generously donate all proceeds from 
the evening to Animas High School.  Be among the first to 
try Durango‟s new delicacies while supporting AHS‟ Culture 
of Excellence! 
 
For only $30, dine on a sampling of food choices from the 
exciting new menu. Reserve your spot for one of three 
separate seatings at 5:00, 7:00, and 9:00 p.m on March 
9th, by calling 799-1846 or email totaltaylor@yahoo.com 

mailto:PAC@animashighschool.com


 

2010 Snowdown Parade   

A Huge Success for Students! 

 

Thanks to everyone who lent a hand and participated in this year‟s Snowdown Light Parade with Animas 
High School. Our 60 foot float and a collection of almost thirty students, faculty and AHS families had a grand time 

dancing to Beach Boy tunes, handing out candy to the crowd and participating in Friday evening‟s festivities. A spe-
cial thank you to Julie Harrison for heading up this year‟s efforts….We couldn‟t have pulled off such a fantastic experi-
ence without Julie‟s leadership, bottomless positivity and her spacious home garage! We also want to acknowledge 
Missy Grigsby, Judy Wallace, Clayton Harrison, Anu Gillespie, Jim and Jenifer Nelson, Lisa and Joe Tauli and An-

drea Fitzpatrick for their donations of time and resources related to this year‟s parade efforts. It was truly remarkable 
to see our students really run with this project and log many extra hours prepping and building our float after school 
and on the weekends. This marked the second year in a row that AHS has participated in the light parade and we 

look forward to a monstrous good time next year! 



 
 The word is out and an electric buzz is in the air about Animas High School. With all the recent talk 
about enrollment and recruitment for next year’s incoming 9th graders, it’s important to take a second and 
focus the spotlight on next year’s 10th grade program. We have been honored to have such an amazing first 
class here at Animas High and this year’s freshman have been the catalyst for some inspirational changes. 
There are so many amazing refinements and new opportunities unfolding here at AHS that I wanted to take a 
moment to provide our community with a brief overview of future developments. Discussing everything here 
in this newsletter would prove exhaustive so I’ve identified some key areas to update our community on be-
low: 
 

Facilities 
 
 Animas High School has signed a new lease and launched expansion efforts at our facilities at 3206 
Main Ave. The high school is increasing its overall space to just under 15,000 square feet (we currently oc-
cupy 9800 sq. ft.). AHS has begun planning the conversion and remodel of the former restaurant space at the 
southern end of our building. The acquisition of this additional 4,900 square feet allows our school to provide 
students with a new cafeteria/large group meeting space, a new 10th grade biology lab, 3 new core class-
rooms, additional teacher offices, storage, workshop and advisory meeting space. We will continue to enjoy 
the benefits of our in town location and the generosity and support of our most amazing landlord, Dan Hop-
per. Work on the expansion is currently underway as school representatives participate in permitting meet-
ings, collaborate with architects, seek approval from local and state officials and request bids from subcon-
tractors for the actual remodel and construction work. There is much to be done to ready the space for next 
August but we are confident in our plan and the project timeline.  There are ample opportunities to get in-
volved now! If you are interested in volunteering your time and expertise in any or all facets of this project, 
please contact me directly at michael@animashighschool.com 
 
 
 

 2010-2011 Program Overview 

At Left: Animas High School 9th Grader 
Leah S. shows off her freshly painted 

palms. In collaboration with AHS Building 
Curator / Digital Media Teacher Roxanne 

McKnight, students have created a 
“Legacy Hall” Each incoming 9th grade 

class will have the opportunity to          
permanently leave their mark on AHS!  

Students applied individual handprints to 
the hall and decorated their prints with text 
and reflections related to their experience 
at Animas. The goal is to have a hallway 

where the walls tell the history of our 
school and the students who have shaped 

the AHS program. Ms. McKnight and  
student artists are planning a large Habits 
of Heart and Mind Mural that will anchor 

this exhibit in the southern stairwell. Make 
sure to check in on their progress the next 

time you’re at school! 

mailto:michael@animashighschool.com


New Elective Programs 
 

The students have spoken and the results are in. We have noticed a significant rise in interest and commitment 

to AHS’s SIG and X-block electives. Students now realize that their suggestions and ideas actually translate into 

classed here at school!  We have had remarkable success with SIGs like Science of the Shred, Economics and 

Improv I & II this semester. Likewise, X-Blocks like Football, Scuba and Dance have all been big winners here 

Semester Two. Next year, look for AHS to expand its SIG and X-Block offerings to include more student de-

signed electives. New SIGs like Music Composition, Rock Band, Animation and Robotics are ready to go. 

Weightlifting, Cross Training, Martial Arts, Mountain Biking and Water Based Adventure Education are just 

some of the new X-Blocks that will be added to our already popular line-up of fitness based electives. We are 

excited to use both faculty expertise and community resources to offer our students a most impressive line-up 

of electives in the 2010-11 school year. 

  



Schedule and Curriculum 
  

We have experienced tremendous success in importing the High Tech High model to Durango. Our faculty and vision 

committee have spent a large amount of time crafting our class schedule and college prep curriculum. Below is the in-

tended 9th and 10th grade schedules for 2010-2011 school year: 

Animas High School 9th Grade Schedule 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Animas High School 10th Grade Schedule 
   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Time/Team CI CII DI DII 

8:15-9:15 M1 M2 M3 Biology Humanities 

9:20-10:25 Exp Humanities Exp Humanities 

10:30-11:30 Biology Humanities M1 M2 M3 

11:30-12:10 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

12:15-1:15 Humanities Biology Humanities Exp 

1:20-2:25 Humanities Exp Humanities Biology 

2:30-3:15 SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS 

Time/Team AI AII BI BII 

8:15-9:15 Exp Exp Math/Sci Humanities 

9:20-10:25 Math/Sci Humanities Math/Sci Humanities 

10:30-11:30 Math/Sci Humanities Exp Exp 

11:30-12:10 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

12:15-1:15 Humanities Math/Sci Humanities Math/Sci 

1:20-2:25 Humanities Math/Sci Humanities Math/Sci 

2:30-3:15 SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS SIGS/XBLOCS 

  

Whether it’s through individual pursuits, small group 
work or explored through all-school presentations, the 

application of 21st Century Skills are practiced  
throughout the AHS curriculum.  



  

Academic Program and Schedule Specifics 
 

 This schedule is designed to complement the current 10-day Mountain/River class cycle. This sched-
ule is also designed to seamlessly mesh with our current 9th grade schedule and curriculum plan. 

 9th graders are on Teams A and B, 10th graders will be on Teams C and D 
 We feel that our current 9th grade students are performing and consuming content at such a rapid 

pace that we are ready to challenge them with a class/curriculum schedule that looks more like HTH’s 
junior year line-up. Our students are demonstrating competence at every level and there’s no reason 
not to raise the bar on our overall 9th and 10th grade expectations next year. 

 Related to our students’ amazing performances, we have aggregated Math/Science for 10th graders at 
AHS next year. Despite having two separate Math and Science class times, we are confident year 
two’s projects and classroom instruction will be integrated across all content areas.  

 For Science, all tenth graders will take Biology and we are constructing a brand new laboratory to sup-
port them in their studies. We are looking forward to microscopic explorations, complex dissections 
and a dynamic classroom and laboratory environment that will stimulate and challenge our science 
students. 

 In Math, AHS will offer a wide variety of differentiated math classes that are sequenced with student 
growth in mind. We’ve designed our schedule so that students can move within our math classes 
based upon their level of competence and rate of new skills development. Animas High School’s 
mathematics program will offer a wide array of options in 2010-2011 including: Pre-Algebra, Algebra 
1, Algebra 2, Trig and Functions and Pre-Calculus. The manifestation of this line-up is a direct result of 
student/parent feedback, a clear understanding of our current students’ abilities and anticipated 
competence amongst future incoming classes.  

 Our rigorous and substantive mathematics program will be facilitated by a team of five math teaching 
professionals. Math Specialists are teachers who not only support core teachers with math instruction 
in the classroom, but Specialists also teach their own specific math classes. These increased offerings 
and faculty resources should motivate even the most reluctant of students to become excited for 
their studies next year! 

 EXP stands for our exploratory classes. Spanish and Digital Media are AHS’s  Exploratory classes.  
 Advisory will continue to be held every Tuesday after lunch. All FT staff serve as student advisors. 

 

Staffing 
 
Animas High School has announced vacancies for the following staff positions; 9th Grade Math/Science, 9th 
Grade Humanities, 10th Grade Math Specialists, an Office Manager, a Dean of Students and starting in Janu-
ary, a College Counselor and Internship Coordinator. Top candidates will be vetted by administration, staff 
and students at Bonanza events this spring. Bonanza is an opportunity for promising candidates to come to 
Animas High and facilitate a sample lesson for our community. Candidates will be interviewed by current 
staff and AHS student ambassadors. The Head of School will solicit feedback from all involved and make a 
final decision on employment offers. AHS anticipates hundreds of applications from across the country for 
these openings. We are confident that staffing efforts for next year will produce another terrific team of 
committed and inspirational faculty. Animas High School will introduce our staffing line-up this summer and 
will provide opportunities for parents and students to meet with staff as part of Teacher orientation next Au-
gust. 

  



       2010-11  
Anticipated Staff Roster for AHS 

 
One Head of School  
One Dean of Students   
One Coord. of Exceptional Student Services 
One College Counselor   
One Internship Coordinator  
One Office Manager/Registrar 
Two 9th Grade Math/Science Teachers 
Two 9th Grade  Humanities Teachers 
One Tenth Grade Biology Teacher                               
Two 10th Grade Humanities Teachers                                                
Three Math Specialists 
One Digital Media/Art Teacher   
One Spanish Teacher 
Multiple SIG/X-BLOCK Instructors 

 

These are just some of the exciting developments on the horizon for Animas High School    
students next year.  PLEASE, catch me the next time you are on campus and we can talk more 
about all the neat things unfolding for our students at AHS next year! Also, look for more     
updates throughout semester two and this summer as we strive to make AHS the best high 
school in Southwest Colorado! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T MISS ANOTHER STUDENT EXHIBITION * MARCH 3, 2010 * 5:00 TO 7:30 @ AHS 

Student bridges falling down…. 

 2010-2011 Program Overview 

Through their tireless commitment to our students and 
their unique ability to deliver a rigorous, engaging and 
relevant curriculum, the faculty at Animas High School 

are central to our students’ success! 



 

 Animas High School is excited to an-
nounce the addition of Ruben Balaguer as our 
new Spanish Teacher. Ruben is an experienced 
educator who most recently taught middle and 
high school foreign language students in Chicago. 
In addition to his language skills, Ruben also 
works as a professional entertainer proving an 
accomplished musician, clown and puppeteer. Ruben’s easy going and approachable manner coupled with 
his commitment to facilitating a rigorous and relevant foreign language program promise to yield great re-
sults with AHS students. 
 
 Taking over the leadership of Animas High School’s Digital Editing and Filmmaking Programs is  
professional movie maker and producer Tony Corona. Tony’s decades of experience producing video for tele-
vision and movie projects made him the ideal choice to continue to build AHS’s Digital Editing and Movie 
Making programs. Students continue their work on semester two documentaries during Mon and Thurs. class 
time and independently outside of school. We look forward to seeing all the exciting learning and student 
presentations that are sure to result from both of these excellent teachers’ classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Hannah Q, JT and  Kinjah measure take-offs and landings. Above: 

Stephen D uses a  slope meter to measure angles on the hill.  

 
Science of the Shred participants have been laying out a number of 

jumps and elements at the Chapman Hill Ski Area. Students are building 
a number of features as part of their SIG which explores the physics and 
science involved with the sports of skiing and snowboarding. With help 
from local businesses, “Shred” students have begun the design and con-
struction of some new rails for an in-town terrain park. SIGs or Student   

                                                                                                Interest Groups meet every Monday and Thursday. 

AHS Welcomes New Staff! 

At Left: New Foreign Language  Teacher Ruben 
Balaguer instructs students by leading them through a 

Spanish song crafted from weekly vocabulary words. By 
signing together, the students experience   a unique way 

to practice and solidify new language skills. 



 From weekly in-house staff trainings to off-site travel for professional development opportunities, Animas High 
School stands committed to the growth and professional advancement of our staff. This year, faculty have trained in a 
variety of areas with trips to the Denver School of Science and Technology and High Tech High in San Diego for first 
hand observations of and experiences in the HTH model. Another set of teachers is due to make the pilgrimage to Cali-
fornia over Spring Break and visit all of the HTH High School Campuses.  
  
 Recently, Director of Student Services Jake Lauer attended the 2010 Winter Residnecy Program at High Tech 
High Media Arts. Below is a terrific reflection that Jake drafted upon his return from San Diego. As Jake so eloquently 
highlights is that when we stop and reflect upon all we have accomplished thus far, it is easy and exciting to see Animas 
High School has and continues to be amazingly successful!  

Dear AHS Community, 
 
I have just returned from a three day visit to the High Tech High campus in San Diego. Although I have only had a 
few days to process all of the amazing things I saw and experienced there, I want to share some of my immediate 
reflections with all of you. 
 
First, High Tech High has created a successful, inspiring and groundbreaking model for 21st century education.  
That was obvious while I watched students and faculty intimately engaged in a thriving learning community. I ob-
served both teenagers and adults approaching their work with excitement and a deep sense of purpose. Impor-
tantly, these were students and faculty/staff from widely-ranging backgrounds ethnically, socio-economically, and 
so on. High Tech High is truly a place where every person, regardless of perceived ability, is challenged to do 
their best. 
 
Second, we are successfully implementing the High Tech High model here in Durango.  Our students are perform-
ing at a very high level; they have already pulled off an Exhibition, Presentations of Learning, Student-Led Confer-
ences and a handful of complex projects.  Our students are clearly engaged, challenged and motivated to take 
responsibility for their educations. I returned to Durango feeling overwhelming pride and awe for the young peo-
ple who have already made Animas High School a resounding success. 
 
Further, I feel humbled to be part of a staff that I believe is as talented, dedicated and driven as those I observed 
in San Diego. We are extremely fortunate that Lori and John Fisher are here. They left an indelible mark at High 
Tech High and they have developed a strong Humanities department for Animas High School. In addition to the 
Fishers, our Head of School Michael Ackerman has created a team of individuals who have quickly consumed the 
model and are replicating it at a high level. With this group there is no limit on the success we can have. 
 
Third, while High Tech High has provided us a great place to start, it is our task to build on that model and make 
Animas High School the best school in the West.  San Diego does not have all of the answers 
for 21st Century education; no one has all of the answers. Our school will be best if we work 
together to make AHS fit our students’ and communities’ unique needs, abilities and interests. 
Thanks to everyone who has worked tirelessly to make AHS a reality, we have a golden oppor-
tunity to create our own model for success. 
 
As I walked around the High Tech High campus, I thought to myself: I hope in ten years people 
from around the world are coming to Animas High School to observe and report on our 
groundbreaking achievements. Let’s make that happen together.  
        
        AHS Director of Student Services, Jake Lauer  

Focus on Development 



AHS Enrollment Events in 

March 

Parting Shots 

Info Nights at AHS: 
6 to 8 PM 

 
Tuesday, March 23 
Monday, March 29 

 
Info Nights at the Bayfield Library: 

6 to 7:30 PM 


